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Abstract 
The article analyzes the problematic issues of the Treaty between the Russian Federation and 

the Kingdom of Norway on the delimitation of maritime areas and cooperation in the Barents Sea 
and the Arctic Ocean from 2010 related to determining the legal status of the operator in the case of 
the unification of a transboundary hydrocarbon deposit. Russian and Norwegian legislation in this 
field is being investigated. A number of legal features are identified that are characteristic of the 
legal status of the operator on the Norwegian and Russian continental shelf. A special concept is 
considered in the Tax Code of the Russian Federation - the operator of a new offshore field of 
hydrocarbon raw materials. The author also identified and justified the need to eliminate dissonance 
between Russian and Norwegian interpretations of the main provisions of the Treaty of 2010. It is 
pointed out that at present the legal status of the operator of a transboundary hydrocarbon field needs 
serious legal study. The complex legal interpretation of the legal status of the operator of a 
transboundary hydrocarbon field, considering Norwegian and Russian experience in this area, will 
help most successfully carry out oil and gas cooperation along the line of demarcation of maritime 
areas in the Barents Sea and the Arctic Ocean. 
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